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With Music, We Build Bridges between Hearts
Porte Orchestra & Sir gers connects peo; e with music. Raooted 1 Ha 12 Ko 12, Paonite b L1 EuroDaear

nusic tradition to the East nurtures local traditional culture and connacts it with the Westerm artfonms

Growing Reputation in the East
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Under the leadership of Artistic Director and Principal Conductor Stephen Lam, Ponte has made a
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Bringing the City Something Inspiring

erformance In summer 2009 Ponte has been introducing a wide range of progamme

he E and the We ] Issance music to contempara rh | IS ]
Highlights like Mahlers symy i 1l noral m | rang . ola]
nusic have been introduced to the city by a group of professional and passionate musicians. Ponte
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CONDUCTOR: STEPHEN LIK-HIN LAM
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Born in Hong Kong, Stephen Lam has been described as “undoubtedly a man of passion who lives for
the music...” (Adam Rozlach, Polish Radio), and is recognized as one of the most outstanding young
conductors in recent years. Highly commended by Zubin Mehta, Lam is currently the Artistic Director
and Principal Conductor of Ponte Orchestra and Singers, one of the most in-demand orchestras in
Hong Kong in the field of choral and symphonic music, Associate Conductor of the Macau Youth
Symphony Orchestra, as well as Artistic Director of several orchestras and choirs in Zhuhai, Zhongshan
and Macau.

Lam studied Conducting at the prestigious University for Music and Performing Arts Vienna, where
he was one of the last students of Uros Lajovic, Ordner Edwin, and Konrad Leitner, and also one of
the few selected to conduct Radio Symphony Orchestra Vienna at the Musikverein. An extraordinary
multifaceted musician, Lam also holds a Bachelor degree of Environmental Science from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, and a Master of Arts in Literary and Comparative Literature from the
University of Hong Kong. Lam has worked with orchestras around the world, conducting mainly opera
and symphony orchestra. He is also a dedicated educator and ardent advocate of community outreach,
working actively as an adjudicator and guest conductor in several music festivals. As a composer, his
works have been performed worldwide in concerts and several movie productions.
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UTOPIA & REALITY CHAMBER CHOIR
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The Choir is a versatile and international project choir
established in 2011. It consists of professional conductors
and talented young singers from different countries. The
aim of the project is to perform on a high artistic level,
to encourage singers fo think about the role of art in
the society today, to explore different ways of affecting
audiences and to develop young singers through
establishing a strong role as an individual within the
group.

The Choir has regular gatherings, which are usually
connected with festivals where singers perform after
intensive rehearsing period. Apart from common
rehearsals, both of the conductors work with singers

using modern distance communication tools.

The Choir in their formative years was invited to perform
at a number of international festivals in Slovenia, ltaly

and Norway. More recently, it was invited to the 12th
China International Choral Festival, Beijing, in August
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Rasmussen is a Professor of Choir Conducting at the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology and University of Tromsa,
Norway, where he also founded the University Choir Mimas in
2000. He is currently the Conductor and Artistic Director of
NTNU Chamber Choir, Utopia & Reality Chamber Choir and
Arctic World Ensemble (Canada, Scotland, Russia and Norway).

In 1999-2011, Rasmussen was the Artistic Director of chamber
choir Vokal Nord. In 2008-2010, he was also engaged as
Conductor of the Norwegian National Youth Choir. In 2010, he
was the Conductor of World Youth Choir. From 2011 onwards,
he was the Artistic Director and Conductor of the professional
Stavanger Symfoniorkesters Kammerkor in Norway and Kilden
Vocal Ensemble in Kristiansand, Norway. He held a guest
professorship at the University of Ljubljana in the academic
year 2007-2008.

As a guest conductor, Rasmussen works with orchestras
throughout Europe, such as the baroque orchestra Concerto

CO-ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR: PROF. URSA LAH
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Lah studied Musical Education at the Ljubljana Music Academy
(Slovenia) and Choral Conducting at the University of Tromse
(Norway).

With Mixed Youth Choir Veter, APZ Tone Tomsi® University of
Ljubljana and the National Radio Chamber Choir, Lah has been
involved in many premiére performances, and won many first
prizes, golden plaques, special prizes and conducting awards
at national and prestigious international choral competitions,
including the Grand Prix of Europe (Debrecen, 2008). In
recognition of her valuable work with choirs, she received the
Highest Award of the Municipality of Ljubljana for Cultural
Achievement in 2008, and in 2009 the Award of Public Fund of
the Republic of Slovenia for Cultural Activities.

Since autumn 2009, Lah lives in Norway. In the years 2010-
2017, she was the Artistic Director and Conductor of Finnmark

2014; and to the City of Derry International Choral
Festival in Octobers, for twice respectively in 2014
and 2015, In 2016, the Choir performed as guest of
the concert cycles of Glasbena Matica in Ljubljana
and of Simfonic Voices in Koper, Slovenia. In 2017,
it staged an evening concert in Mariinsky Theatre
in St. Petersburg within the |l Festival Maslenitsa
in Song, and appeared as the Choir-in-Residence
at the |International Choral Festival in Preveza,
Greece. The Choir has also been invited to make
a number of sample recordings, most notably
with the publisher Cantando Musikkforlag. Future
engagements include residency at Olavsfest 2019 in
Trondheim, Norway, and participation in Beethoven
Celebrations of Berliner Philharmonie in 2020,

Farinelli (Germany), Ulster Symphony Orchestra (UK),
Kristiansand Symphony Orchestra, Artic Symphony
Orchestra, St. Petersburg State Academic Orchestra,
the professional percussion ensemble STOP (Slovenia),
Trondheim Symphony Orchestra and RTV Slovenia
Symphony Orchestra. He frequently holds lectures and
workshops for conductors in Norway and abroad, and
is often a member of juries at prestigious national and
international choir and conducting competitions. His
upcoming engagements in 2020 include collaboration
with the BBC Singers (London) and the Slovene Chamber
Choir (Ljubljana).

Operakor. She taught Choral Conducting and Ensemble
Leading, and led the vocal ensemble at Arctic University
of Norway. Currently, she holds the position of Associate
Professor at the Norwegian University of Science and
Technology in Trondheim, and works as the Choirmaster
for Trondheim Symphony Orchestra, Kristiansand
Symphony Orchestra and Arctic Philharmonic Orchestra.
She lectures in educational seminars for choral conductors.
She is also a frequent member of the adjudicating panels
at international choral and conducting competitions, and
a guest conductor of professional choirs and recognized
ensembles.
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Utopia & Reality Chamber Choir

5+8 Conductor: 3 423% Prof. Uréa LAH

* Data est mihi omnis potestas (§323)
it Music by :James MacMillan (BT« 2875 K )

» Credo (%)
i Music by : Sven-David Sandstrom (BSs Af& S
=T 18)

« Sonetto 292 (+M4{7:%§292)
B4 Music by:Lars Johan Werle (hiEHT #9885« 3 KE0) ;
3] Words by :Francesco Petrarca (F5ERFGEf 7o« R4
hi5e)

« 1z kamna v vodi GKHR)
#A Music by :Lojze Lebie GRFE#ELET) ;
&3] Words by :Gregor Strnisa (8B X -HiEE )

O Sapientia (BE2%)
# Music by: Tadeja Vulc (FEIk R BEZ)

« Poslednij plac garmoski (FEZEAEL )
i Music by: Nikolai Sidelniko (B H-FAEEF) ;
78 Words by:Russian Fairy Tale (B ZEHT &55)

Ponte Singers

$5%8 Conductor: #3557 Stephen Lik-hin LAM

+ &% (Light-hearted)
i, 58 Music & Words by: B 5% (Ga Mo-yin)

- {8 (Compensation)
FE Music by: f1ZF (Jim Lau);
&8 Words by : #%4 (Albert Leung);
42 Arr. by: 2IZH2 (Lau Yin-chiu)

ERARREENSIEE
Utopia & Reality Chamber Choir

512 Conductor: RS -HEIZFR20U% Prof. Ragnar RASMUSSEN

* The Fight (&)
i Music by: Ragnar Rasmussen (HLEf-1IHTEFF) ;
a1 Words by: Legend of Indigenous ([R{F &)

* Varen (FX)
i Music by: Edvard Grieg (BfEE48 218) P
a7l Words by: Aasmund Olavsson Vinje (FaIHr 5 1. 4 "-5%».53@)

* Gjendines badnlat (iRt E#Norwegian Folk Song)
4 Arr. by: Gunnar Eriksson (E40 5% E )

« And Death Shall Have No Dominion (FEC- R FEF2E )
i Music by: Sverre Bergh (BT4ERR-E48) ;
=7l Words by : Dylan Thomas (kL5 HT)

« Miserere (K I 1) |
i Music by: James MacMillan (472555 KE)
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Joint Performance
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Utopia & Reality Chamber Choir

%
with
Ponte Singers

§f# Conductor: RLEM-NIETZFREUE Prof. Ragnar Rasmussen

« O Radiant Dawn (I, B2/#RrY =)
i Music by : James MacMillan (f& 88 Hr«28 52 A FH)
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In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the -_artléts--and other
members of the audiences, please refrain from recording, filming, taking ;ihotagraph_‘é‘;;
and also from smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Pleaselensure that your
mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices are Swffg:he‘d'ciﬁ.before
the performances. Thank you for your kind co-opeartion.



